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• China and Russia’s mutual resentment of the U.S.-led 
international order drove them to greater cooperation, and an 
evolving partnership emerged. 
• On the surface, this partnership appears to be a solid 
challenger-bloc that poses a significant threat to the United 
States’ top position. 
• However, the solidarity of the Sino-Russian partnership is 
seemingly facing stressors due to competition in Sub-Saharan 
Africa that may test the strength of this relationship. 
• This study explores the nature of Sino-Russian competition in 
Sub-Saharan Africa using the concept of the security 
dilemma.
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Results
• Potential is high for security dilemma dynamics centered around Russia’s growing reliance on China’s oil and gas market, to 
drive competition between the two. Security dilemma dynamics between the two are exacerbated by:
‒ Shared history that created a deep-seated sense of victimization vis-à-vis one another with underlying fears that could result in misperceptions as to the motives of 
both states. 
‒ The effectiveness of the communication processes between the states being questionable, as both states prefer a level of secrecy in the intentions of their actions. 
‒ The necessity of economic expansion for both states’ security and the centrality of self-preservation in this expansion for the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and 
the Putin regime 
• In Sub-Saharan Africa, however, Russia’s actions thus far serve to mitigate the security dilemma dynamics between the two 
and leaves open the possibility for the states to take the same pragmatic approach to competition in Sub-Saharan Africa that 
they do in other regions.
‒ Potential flashpoints that could exacerbate security dilemma dynamics between China and Russia: China’s growing arms sales in the region, Russia’s potential entry 
into Sub-Saharan Africa’s high-tech consumer market, and Russia’s activities to obtain a greater share of the global hydrocarbon supply through Sub-Saharan 
Africa. 
The “So What” Next Steps
• Future research should explore how the asymmetric 
vulnerability between the states impacts competition in 
other regions for similarities and differences with Sub-
Saharan Africa.
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Research Design
• This study develops a two-level, seven-question empirical 
examination based on six conditions of security dilemma 
dynamics: aligned interests, uncertainty in motives, level of 
communication, vulnerability, and the importance of 
expansion and self-preservation to security.
• The first level gauges the intensity of security dilemma 
dynamics and identifies ways in which the security dilemma 
could manifest between China and Russia independent of a 
specified region. 
• The second level applies the results from the external 
evaluation to Sub-Saharan Africa to identify balancing 
reactions to security dilemma dynamics and predict actions 
by China and Russia within Sub-Saharan Africa that could 
exacerbate existing dynamics between the states.
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• The Sino-Russian partnership contains the seeds of its 
own demise.
• The U.S. could develop strategy to exacerbate security 
dilemma dynamics between China and Russia to divide 
the partnership.
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